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WOman and Developthent:..

A ,World Syitem Approach.

,

If this were the late 1950s thre would be'nothing problematic in the

Womansand Development. It would be ljl&d that development, following

precisely the'western model, woulebeia good thing for everybody: Women,-`

. .

marginal to the, whole process, would. of course be. brought along tha.b.e men.

Men would be the real actors in, bridging a country to the '.'take -off" stage:i.
4 ,

4.
. (-,

Development WOuld involve the assimilation of highly, complex technology, In

- order for tilts to happen, attitudes of the inhabitant4 of
,
"backwarli" areas of

4 t/ ":.

the world would have to change. They would have to stop acting in the .

. .. ,

.
.. .

traditional fashion and join the ,twentieth century.
,.

.If this were the lqe. 1960s, I .

would finallybe beginning to question
,c.r: .

.

. .

t

the efficacfof the western model Of development. We
.

would have begun to
.. -

. doubt whether or not it could be applied to the less developed countries of\j
, .

# the. world. We would also begin td have the germs ot doubt as to whether it

would .be gbod for everyone if 'it wereap pliel.. We would alre dy have begun ,

,

to "greehirevolution" makethe rich richer, While the poor lost
'

ground even faster .than-before.
2

But women would still not -A source pf

`concern, because women were only the homemakers and breeders', those involved

witti,the inner spheres , those who somehow provided the spiritual calth that

.
allowed their men to seek the best paths toward a perhaps'less westernized

!P

mode pf development.

' But bythelate-1970s, problems of development are redefined, We are

now convinced t t at the western mode.of, development 1:s fraught with problems

C
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1

for the developing world. Furthe, by examining our own history. we can begin
a

. ti

to see serious inequalitieeboth within and between the sexes with increasing
4

industrialization and extension of monopoly capitalism. Another variable has .

entePed into our calculus in examiningthe impact of the development process.

Women are no longer seen ,simply as a brhke tO.the development process because

we bear too many children with too little concern fpr'controlling our fertility.

Women are now seen both as'independent and dependent variables in the

'4 development process. wo6n are important in setting their own goals for what

they view, according totheir own unique circumstances,as preferable develop-
4

A
ment goals. Sut Women also are very often victims of a development process

, -
. .

upon them by western men meking Western assumptions about what women

. do. When women .are left out of the Clevelopment.process, change becomes lop-
. -- .

,

sided and less effective. "Further; future positive change'becomes endangered,
-...

as women lose state Leaving women mit becomes part and parcel of being

incorporated into the world syste where, iiiecause-of the dominance of
. .

Judaid=Christian ideology, women's place Is defined es.narrow and peripheral

Despite the problems implihiti n development for women, I reject the

,
notion that somewhere in the rosy past verything for women was perfect.

p
.,,

. .

t . Instead, I am trying to.systgetically-djtefmlne . under what conditions women
.. _

.,.

have the moist power over their owns lives and When worn have- the highest
. -.

- ,

,

status. . ..

Women's(Status

O

A

o

47'

I will use the definition of.womeIVs status given by Bourqueend Warren:3

the degree to which women share,equally
u
with men in defining iociety's valued.

: ., 4

objects, and the means of their attainment:
,

a

.1

o

rt
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. . 4
As westerners, we cannot` set 91.th foranother people what those valued

1 . .

s

objects are,-nor can we, from our ethnocentric distance, decide for them the

best way f©r them to get there. .We can have important inputs to development,

Lbut only when me are sensitive to these basic ideas of self determlationfor

each individual group.

Woman's status, her ability to define society's valued objects; depends

) A
in laige part over command of resources. Three resources are available to t----

women: 15 economic,: 2) organizational,.and,3) religious and ideological. All
e.

of these ate resources that women n mobilize to suppott\their ppints of'
,

vAew and to give them feelipgs of worth and dignity, as well as to protect

than as individuals and as members of a group.

Differences 'In Women,'s bStatus

Development does not affectall women the same way. The impact of

.

development varies according to: 1) the relationship of the particular

setting in which the women are found'o the world system, 2), the class

structure of the

structure, 3) the

and 4) the degree

through marriage

society and the posilitn 4 different women in that class -

degree to which wom en have traditionally-Mobilized resources,

/of territorial displacement current for*women, espe4kly

,-.; 2
Generally we,find the moreintegra ed a society

economic system, the more women lose in terms of the

trol of land, their ability to sell their uwn labor,
.

the means of productionn. They lose in organisation,

On,

becomes iu,the world

economytheir con-
. Air'

their control over

,as,family structure is

broken down and the kind of kinship supports against cruel or thoughtless

husband are taken away by both forced and voluntary migration; and as women's

I

?,

A.4

2.
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influenced differently than the urban middle class. Even among, peasants, we

/

. '

e >4'
groups,.primarily informal womel4s groups that supported women in times of

4

their gieatest travail, decline. Women also lose in terms of ideology

and symbols. The more Itntegrated a society'is into the world economic

system, the more inegrated culture becomes into a larger ideological reli-

gious system which is maledominated.-Ilefolk religions in Latin America,
a

Africa, and the Middle East, the rituals are controlled by women.

religion becomes more-routinized, itCbecomes moye mate.1 The gods

male, the priests are.male, and access to religion then. becomes

South Asia;

'However, as

are seen as

controlled by. males.
11 Ne

The position of each woman in class structure, in her own country is

-
indicative of difO edtial impacts.of development. We filed that peasants are

cannot generalize bout women. The women who are landless peasants suffer

much
.

much more in the development process )than those who own a substantial amo
. .,

-.4
of land.

.. o.

..

-..
.

,

. .

The degree to which women traditionally ha vie mobi ized resources, and

particularly the.resourcasof\production and ilaniiation,affords differential
.. - }

. i

.

.

. .
. .

, Means 6 react to development. In some societies, women-Were not'very active'

in agricultural production, particularly as the systems developed., In,others,
',t-

5 ,....d

basic food production has been in female hands.. 4
\

-The implications of territorial diaplatement of women are crucial in
,

understanding the adverse impact of development on women. In societies wh'qYe

*

women were forced to t
\.

arry"outside their own villages, they were cut off from

' I

the links'of kin and sisterhood that might havergiven them tesources to

-. ,-

.,
, .

impact.their fates. Indeed, tragic tales are told-of China in thknineteenthChina
'' '

/ .

. 1
.

.

.... 'century", where maidens would commit sucide rather than marry, the person their
t- , . -

I`

T.°
6
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parents had chosen for them. That unhappy choice, better than any set of .

.
%

r.
..

I

statistics, demonstrates the hopellessness such women felt about their fate.

Thgx.were physically removed from resources and pOwer.
6

:

Resources and Sex Roles y

In the early days in most parts of the world, anthrOpologists tell us

that people were hunters and gatherers. Hunting is usually' a male activity

.and gathering afemale activity, because gathering rtgeiveeless.travel and
4,.

4

r., cuSOon'now in anthropology about which of those two.furictions was more .

e
.

..
t... -.t.

important sor. sustenance. It has been assumed that hunting was more impor-
. ....

' AW...4*. \ ' 0

iN . .

tant than gathering, and that therefore reles domitated these situations.
..)

Howgver, anthropologists, primarily female anthropologisti and fema le aipheo- .

' 's ..
. --,1

logists;are beginning to question this view.
8

They pbirolut that amcheoe
/ %.

logical evidence is biased tbward.bonee, and since bones aregained.from

e"7
is thus comprtible with responsibilities of thild cark. There is much dis-

411

hunting, arc eological evidence is biased toward meNO They arg171a\hatiOnly

with the newest Techniques can we begin to see the impact oegthering and

female rOles,for sustenance: .Rolesyere much more equal than prbviously.
*.

"4
recognized, but.on a,complimentarx heels. ,There Was a balance between the

jobs of men an(of women. DivisiXf labor by sex ,Otdurred; but men were
.

. ,

interchangeable with,other men, and women were interchangeable with other

women. Thus individuals wele not tied to any particular work all the ate.
9

. ,

ThroUgh Sh,aringipf Aemo/e work, great camaraderie was fOrMed.

0 . -1 "b lo __.......!......" '''''.......-

In these traditional situations, men would never do.women's work, al-
.

A J 0

though women sometimes did men's work. The work that men did in one society
i. .

may have been the work that women did in another society, so division ofi

labor was more social than biologital. Women had input in 'o the decision

7_
1 .

I

:
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making, although in many cases men controlled land use, the important secret
, .

. . .

societies, and the final decisions in the ritual of woraip.
10

Colonization _and Women

'

That traditional complimentary system gaye high status to women. Imperial
.. . . .

domination caused a major break'with the past. British, French, German and
..

) r ..

, "Tortuguese ColOnization ip Afiica the British Raj in India, and Iberian
. ,

,...,/ .,

, .

. 'penetration in Latin America all had in common a distinctly unequal, subor-

--.

dinate view of women which was them-imposed on the subject culture.

Spain made its,initial advances into LatinAmerica right after they

threw off the Moorish occupation. The Moors introduced to the Spanish

Catholic culture, the Islamic ideology of verguenza (shame and honor), where

it is men's duty to protect their women. A woman's virginity was equal to

the man's honor. A man's honor depended on sexual conquest of other men's

wothen and sexually shielding the women "belonene to him. Youssef does an

excellent job of showing the transition from Islamic to Catholic views of

.women.
11

This view of wom n when breught to the new world had none of the soci
4 . . ','

'structural balances favorable to women that was present to women in the

Middle East: While often we think of women in Purdah as tremendously op-
; a

.n
F
res4ed;./their separation from men Can serve as a form of protection. Of

%.

those same Women secluded from male society were able to command a large

number of resources. Islamic law, unlike Roman law, allowed women to in =grit

property. In traditional Islamic societies, women had close femalefrie
12

°

Informal female networks and their own folk religious ideology gavewomen
b )1

great importance in these social settings: However, none of these struct

supporting wo men was transferred with the ideology.to thenew world, and
r . '

4
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e new setting those symbols became Oppressive to women. Indeed, even in
et

he Middle Eastern countries, the ideology which Once Helped women began to_

hinder them as tpe-M-Ote western notions of property prevailed.
1\3,

In Africa, Colonization occurred during the Victorianera. In tfia.t

\\ C
view, women Should be in the homes Modesty was the great virture, and wagh

were "developed" by putting on as many clothes as possible. Becausevof this

view of women's,proper place, men were employed by the white colonizers as

hOuSe servants and field workers. While neither of these were particularly

pleasant jobs, that division of labor gave men technical training and access

to education not available to women:

Men were encouraged in growing cash crops while women were not. Men

grew cotton and cocoa and were given the technical assistance needed to

develop it. Women, who have always in the African situation been in charge

4

ofstbsistence agriculture, had more,subsistence-work.to do. The men who had

previously helped them in(cutting and burning the,land in preparation for
.

-

\''%,.....

plantg had gone'to marelucrative jobs where they received cash income. .

\ .

Men received the money, which they used for beer and recreation.or. plowed

back into their farms. When they reinvested, they did so iii the male areas

of the farm, which, were, cash crops not usable for food. The food producers,
I

the women, could make no improvements in lend quality.. Men achieved more

control over the land asithe western legal system of land tenure was intro-
-%

duced. Communal land, which assured women their right to that very important

resource for production, was systematically distributed to individuals--almost

alWays males.
15

The liberal administrations of Africa, Ocean44and LatiR.

America alienated communal land and gave property titles to men, who could
147

9 otz

(7,



-\
I

"

IC

4 \ l
4 ,.

then sell them to the highept bidder. Women's use rights to land w re 'ig-
..

16 .°

nored in this liberal development.move.
a

Women and A'gri'cultural Development
.

A.:
In moat less developed countties, women traditionally een pro-

.ducers, particularly in the agricultural area.
17

They are inv ve& in food.

production, processing,. storage, preservation, and preparatio They care

for livestock and poultry. They are vital in provid ng food sof themselves,

their children, and often their husbands. Multi-nati nal kages in.develop-
.

,ment has drawn men away from the countryside.andmade the 1 feof rural .women

even more difficult:4 Now they must in addition to the usual agricultUral

chores do the more physically demanding labor of clearing the land and her

vesting.

Schemes imposed by development innovators do exact y the opposite for

women-than is intended for the countries as a whole. 'hey Make life Vorlide.

.

We insist on our western model of capital inte4sive t chnology and capital,

intensive a'gricultu're. For decades the method of development imposed by the
Aar

western world on less deV opedcountries has been-b gger and better machines.

Those development Strategies, 14114ch'stress maximizi g.output through.exciphasis

on large scale industries, to a very large degree eave out women. It is not

that women are incapable innately of using such i dustries. fit is that women

ieaeveloping countriesare less likely than men to be lite
. r'

%

Nhen:development service's, such as an extei.sion servic oe to the

rural areas, It keeps the western model in min In this world view, the

woman's place is in the home and the man's pl ce is in, the fields. Girls are

rarely taught skills which improve their f ing and `management capabilities.

10

-e

$
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,
The non - formal education given to girls emphasizes,coaker7,

.

embro4dery,
.

" % .
v.,-

sewing an6 handicrafts, while k9owledge and skills of'agriculthre, animal
. . -

o (
g husbandry, marketing, cooperatives, environmental' hygiene, food ireservation,.,

family life and,other subjects are rarely part of their formal schooliu.
18

. , ,
.

i k
. Furthermore, the extension service is divided by sex on'the western

model. Men, who are marginally engaged in subsisteAce agriculture or only
,

raise cash crops, are given access to credit, technology and cooperatiyes.
. ' N

Women, who are concerned with food production, are left,an extension service

that teaches them how to better organize their kitchen or how to bake macaroons

4

and other skills appropriate for middle-class housewives in England- andthe'

4

United States, but downright ludicrous for women to attempti,in a developing
,

setting.
19

10' 1

Not only is EechAologyana, development policy as relate to agriculture

detrimentaito women and detrimental to production of food forlocal popula-

tions, it has also furthered-the profit-making potential of the large inter::

national capitalist enterprise's., The development of colonial prosperity

' ..
. - .

.
--/-"---

.

depended in large degree-on wow and women as agriculturalists.. The hip

-profits made by companies in Africa, Asia, and Latin America weie"due to tho
...IA .

.

.

fact that,wages could be low because.the money earned by the, men did not have

. / amount
t

. .
.

to be the tota2Aneeded for
t
reproduction of theolabor forte. .The men,weKe

. 1

. 0

. . .
, {

subsidized by their wives in subsistence agriculture. Women,grew,the crops

-and, fed the families, while the men, employed in multinational enterprises,

brought in very .little cash relative to what-they "produced.

1

p

Women, using traditional, farming methods; subsidized colonial development ,

tA0 04;

n. the mines, he-plantations.and even in some of the early industries.
,

Often the low wages paid by the international corporations split,families.

, 11
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4 ,

Men migrated from rural areas, to gain.cash wages. But those wages. were not
*

.

!high enough t support theirentire families, sbehe Women remained to do the

I

subsistence

prdfits for

.Ignore

'access to

depleted

areas.'

_men. 0

4

I

little

women

mach

inc

I.
/-

.

griculturg while the men went to the urbatrcenters twmake

he Lirge companies:20,--

. ,* - A .
by the so-calleddevelopmental agents, the women'didAot'have (, -. . /

%.: . .

echndlogy to improve agricu1fUre`througb,investments. 'SbiIs were

d living -became harder and harder. to eke gut of,tge traditional .

,

1

en machinery and,technologywere introduced, they

introduced ineant thatten the mechanization that was

were,aajly fir the.

women lost Tbe
r

-...

\ 1 .
. 01'

cash icciradithey had access to. Tidhand piCking and hand gate-ring
,..

.., .
t

.' . .
.

ioncddid to provide them with tome petty cast:1,17as now taken over by ,,

es. Women became more ,and more economically dependent upOn -men. 'Lower

f :
mes and a lower realStandard pf living.was,the impact di'devepoment

k

al women(14. .

, . pt.

The, technology tha&came in was very seldom aimed at;helpihg women with

he majortaskl they faced. Traditional women spend, a:great deal of'time
. ,

, / - ( . t

: -

haulOgwetdrf to u

a lUxury'for vii

in, co g and 'Central piped Ireter.is seen as
*

_A-./
Rginw er,eatchtle llts and solar cookers to eut down

* 1

on `time and energyused'in collecting fuel,aad w

.as a Priority Item in development. technology. :

1 0

Grinding mills:to .save .the t ime and effort spent on pounding grain_have
.. , . , . --N

petty
. -----, #......

been inteCcluced by male wcapitaliFts and not, unally to. aid women in
. - e, ,

.thei pork., Irene Tinker pointer out that "small mpl
0 .

. . . . .

grinders, and cutter. re been introchiced to open even when the
. , .

.-

.
, .

.

work -for whic iA itathey substtu ditionally have bgen done by women.."2*
.

r .

hate .never been ,viewed

/A.

*II

V
ments such as presses, .

'AW

- 411°.

O

1

A 1
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. The a ilabil,ity of corn grinders iii Kenya; for. example, clearly saves women

. _

many hours of manual effort though they also spend,many hours going to the 411

grinding center and standing in line.- But why are women.themselves not

taught to operate these grinders? Oil presses in Nigeiia, tortilla making.

machirvas in Mexico, and sago processing machines in Sarawak also are pur-

chased. and operdted by men, because only men have access to credit or money.

"Histbrically,African women' have been active in provisioning of their

families. This is a role which they play today although they are being

,
restricted in their efforts to feed their families by multi-national cor-

porations and food peaCessing agri-business as well as by national land y

refOrm in crop programs.'
,22

Develoment alone ,the lines of the liberal U.S.

model has marginalized domen from their major source of income, and left them°

without the means to provide for their families' welfare. They are made more

dependent upon men.
23

BoSerup demonstrates.that in rural areas women became victims of develop-

ent and their status declined as their productive role diminished. Develop-

tent technology in rural. area's, particularly in eh<Green Revolution," has

bken beenitAtrfMental,to women "as it'has b f&r,all poor groups in society.
24

.

,

I

That the "Green Revolution;" which introduced dem high yielding rice.varieties,
.... --. . -. .

, , .

hulling mabhinest'expensiVe pesticides, and fertilizers, which did indeed
..

-, . ._

iicrealt agriculture production; increased rural income inequalities,and also
...

increased women's dependence on men and women's alienation from production.
.,. .

, .

.

It has been the poorest women, who were forced out of agriculture and forced_

'to seek non-agriculture employment.
25

\
.,---

,

.

-. =---..' As Women are force of
4
a culture, til6y lose control. of economic,

. . _ resources.... Woman must ,migrate as 'they are forced to seek new. ways to suppbrt

* ,
0

0 ,

I , ,
.
the selves and their families.- They .lose the territorial/ stability that

. .. . .

13



- 12-

allowed them to rely on communal groups.
26

More settled communities, which

provided kinship networks, give women emotiodal, social, and economic support

through hard times and adversities. Those important kin
.

groups and female

'networks Were destroytd as a resource for women by the economic circumstances

27
which,also deprived them of a chance for access to resources. Foreign

ideology, particularly that,of some missionaries who stressed the principle

of male dominance within individuat families, rather than extended familie

where coiplimentary roles were strong urther put women at a' disadvan

legal norms from. the developed world also reinforced the separation of women

from retources.
28

ti

Women and Commercial Development

When women are driven off the land, what kinds of occupations are

available, what sorts of 100B can they take? In Africa, a traditional job

for women hat been pe y trade.
29

In much of the cholo'society in the Andes,

petty trade is an important source of access to resources for women.'3 0 In

" .

addition, women petty traders maintain, their own female solidarity groups and

are able to see the ideological importande,of women as separate actors working

together.
I

Petty trade is 'where women on the streets and in the markets
,s4 .

sell goods for resale, surplus from their food production, or the crafts they

..make that can be used readily by their fellow women and men. Through their,,

petty trade they imoyide food fdr their children and husbands and clothes for
,,,,,,,

J.:
,,, :,

.
..

.
their children. ,:Furthermore.petty trading allows women to combine their

. .

career and their, family responsibilities. Children come with, their mothers
-.,
., . .

to the market and travel around the'tiading circuit.' In Africa, even with
- 41.N ,

1.--------- the introduction q( more stable. office jobs, women still seek out the kind of

)!.

14
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.cash stake needed for petty trading, because petty.trading provides the

independence and. flexibility that women who see themselves as whOle human

beings need.
32

But here again we find development impinges negatively on women.' The big

"*--tommercial enterprises force'these traders out. The women have no income and

family welfare suffers. We have seen that when mechanization provided commerce

in the domestic sphere, men that did it through their control of

tortilla makers and other mechanical devices. The traders who are taking

over the markets are'not only male, but often foreign nationals as well.
33

Women here are being doubly exploited by commercial development because

the. kind of products introduced are often inferior to the ones that'women

were previotisly sells g. Women are c t off both as producers andaders of

native-produced products.

Selling unneeded, inferior goods to women in die less developed coun-

tries is most notorious in the area of bottled milk for babies. It is well

know; among middle-class mothers in the United States that breast milk is far
,

Superior to bottled milk for infants, in.terms Of nutritional content of the

milk and digestibility for the baby. Breast milk's nutritional advantage is,
o

compounded in developed countries by the fact that few facitilies for hygenic

storage for milk are available and that high price of bottled or powdered

milk makes it prohibitive for mothers to use in the strengths necessary for

good child nutrition. Nevertheless, it is sold by the multi- national cor-
v

porations through the new outleti that are replacing the traditional traders.

. .

As a result, child nutrition is declining and infant mortality in such areas

is on the rise. Women again suffei. Further, as women stop breast feeding

and go to' bottled feeding, fertility goes *up, as.does the irate ofinduced.

.Tr
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abortions and deaths from'septic abortions. AS,pety trading declines women

.

-lose not only the economic resources that they mustered from their income.

earning capacity, but they lose as well the informal female groups that were

so important in teaching each other skills and in supporting each other in

times of.need.

Again women are denied a chance tomobilize resources due tothe

imposition of mechanisms of multinational capitalism. Because of the

unegtial rate ,of development among the men in their society due to social

class differences, most women can not fall back on. a' man to support them,'..

-even if they feel it the de*irable thing to do.

.
,,,

Women "And Urbanization
,

\ We see women moving from the rural farms,tto theyillages,,and ulti-
--

mately to the cities. This urbanigation, often used to measure development, -\\'
.

4
..... , I .

can be seen as a.reversal for the situation of women, another step in
4 A . 4

removing,them from the resources that allowed them to make concrete decisions

over their own lives and the society _that contains them.
34

'Women very.often moved to, the 6ities, following their men, although it,is
. -

hard to generalize about,urbanization, becaUse th4 circumstances in Africa,

...1.1,atin America and Asia are often very, very different. In most traditiOnal

agricultural areas it is the men who move first seeking the cash income jobs,

while the women remain_on the land con4qcting the agricultural. subsistence

35 ?
activities, so necessary to supplement the male wages. The-men 'cannot

afford to bring their .families to the cities. They send back a pittance each

,

month fot their families, if indeed they -do not acqu e a new mistress in the

city and lose their money through drink and gambling. That behavior, while .

z
6

'4*

't



making Woman's life more difficult, is quite an understandable resptnse of

men'taken out of a,familiar supportive environment and placed in, an exploi-

5P

ti

1.,
. .

.titive, alienated world.
,.,,,

., ,

--. Soon women followed the men to the cities, and. the phenomenonon of,
--...4. 4

1

,

,African women in towns and lAtin American women entering the cities became

4toie and more marked. With urbanization women lose their ability to contri-
.

uts economically to the family. Life is a little easier in the cities,

because ofteri the long walks for water and fuel are not necessary. But the

options for econotnic resources they have are very few. In Africa the main.
1-,

-options are petty tradingmaking Beer, and prostitution.36 In Latin America
,..

' ... ,
.

, ...the options are becoming a maid or a prostitute. Needless to say=prostitutior 4,
,

4 r'''''
is wide spread. Women who seek'to support themselves and their families '

become victims again as they seek'-ettt=ler resources.

-Women and Industiialization

Industrialilation, another form of development often associeted

. .
.

4

'banization, also does not benefit women as much as men and ,leads often to the

detriment of wome.
37

WoMen inclustrial workers have t?e,ertshown to be the4
r

expendable ones:
38

They work very hard, but Only temporarily. Women have

morertrouble adapting to the urbanized industrial setting for four major

reasons, according to Boserup. (1) They have family obligatiqns which make

them less mobile than men so, they cannot move as. quickly from,job 'to job.
.

(2) Their occupational choice is more narroWly, limited by custom. There are

?jobs women don't even think of applying for because women have never done.

,;* . _

tham in the past; (3) Theyusually'have.less/e4Cation and trainilit, and, as

discussed previously, education and training of women in less developed

4A

1 7 '= 6A
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.
..
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-

countries has been perverted by, the, werstetn ideal of. the cult of true woman-
. ,.

. .. ,

.'

hood. And (4) even WithoUt these ha'ildkdaps theY,oltn face"sex discrimination
i

. ,

1. .
.. ,

,

in recruitment and thus they(4e engaged in traditional occupations and face
1 .

traditional obstacles in change. 1 1

, . e, : & . .

"Chinchilla
39

has shoWn that poor uneducdIed Guatemalan women, par icularly

in the let& cities, are increasingly Confined to thetertiary Actor, largely

'a

4domestd.c servants. In Mexico, poor women who do not become servants

remain in what Arizpe40 has termed the infolmal sector, which includes menial

and poorly paid jobs such as petty vendors or domestic servants. Even with

education, Arizpe hadfound, women cannot move out of the Cycle of poverty at
.t .

the same rate as men can:

For women of highdr social clags, howevei, urbanization has some bene- .

,r

ftts:
41

Again werare forced to remember the different impact of development

on women by social class. The same economic factors that greatly expanded

the white collar labor force in the U4ted States, Japan and western Europe

has also had its ,impact'on the developing world. Many of the same jobs that '

drew north American women into the labor market are Also drawing third world
.

women--when they have the family background and education to acqdire those

jobs. These women becOme clerks, office workers," and Oiofessionals, although

\their percentage of the total female labor (force in the third world is still
. .. :

. .

much smaller than in the United States. It is projected to remain much *
.

-'. 1

.

- -
.

P ..

-
smaller unless the world economic order is changed.

42

, ,. . .
, I . ,'

, .

Nevertheless, fo the middle class woman development has not been so
. - .0 : .

. ."'
traumatic as it has or the urbanized woman who cannot get jobs, who is torn

. .

from her family networks td a very large degree,. and who losesC the female
. / 4

. 4
.0°.

solidarity groupq'that traktionally have s4ported
.

her. Religious institu-

i . .

tions have become ore cold and more hierarchical, ilthough in some 'urban
.. . _

18
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N

parishes, for example, in Latin America, we see the women again asserting , 10*
oe-

, themseies as religious leaders. Such status through religious symbols and

.organizations tends to be a class phenomenon where middle -class

the most within the Catholic church,
43

but women gain among religious sects.
44,

Another phenomenon that we find affecting women in development is an in-

. creastng number Df, women' heading households. As we have seen, it is a massive
r-

'problem in the rural areas when'the men leave for the mines and the.factdries
.

and the women are left -±n charge of subsistende,prion. Female headed
-

.

households are increasing d1ramatically in the urban areas, as old support

,systems that allowed men and 4 women to live in a complimentary fashion decline

'

and nothing emerges to take their place.
45

1
,

.

An increasing number of urban families'are'headed by women.
46g
w Even in

1-

male-female households, a minority are 1pgal, long-term male - female relation-
,

, ships.
47

That suggests that the old forms supported by the old systems no

longer work, ani as yet nothing has been established to take their place.

Women are Without resources, yet canx%t depend on men to provide them the

resources they so desperately need. While traditionally women have,been able

to mobilize, power indirectly through their family organization by using what

S feven rails r tqn sma,48_even _this-indirect- _power_ of womeny-whictrAhr-2------

basically control by guilt, becomesless and'less available in the transitory

'urban setting.
(

, "

Urban women hate low access to economic resource4 as well as low access
A

to organizat ions and ideologythatmight allow them tb incase tHeir status.

tuither, in the urban enVironment, the chances ofilaving an input into

society's valued objatts,and the means toward their attainmeni'decline very

7.

. .< i
r .

rapidly. The social disorganization that is.present in many rapidly urbanizing

s'

ti



4 '0

to
- 18 -

. ' ,
.1'01 .

.
._

. 1 ,
.

areas,Of the world means that very few pe ple have aninpUtand as usual

Women, who mobilize the least 'resourc , have the least chance to have dsay.

..1.611clusions
(0 .I.

,

The'negatIve impact ofi development on women\is wide,spread'in a variety
.. .

_
. .

-,
of areas across classes in different parts of the world. The structural and
/

historical processes that erode the
I

power of women and shift the balance of

power to men's favor, as well as shifting power to fewer and fewer ten, are

A ,

related to integration in the world economic system that demands a mobile,

labor fordAand the alienation of land, whfc is to be used as a commodity

'rather than a resource. 0
A

. . ,.. : .0)
Factors,that contribute to women having less access to resources include

-q./ ,
, . -

the,territorial.dispiacement of women throUgh marriage ,from' one grouplopO
O

.
4*:

another, 2) orthodoi religions, 3) coloniiation; 4) capitalism with its

competition for scarce resources, 5). migration, 61 industrialization,

7) male-oriented modernization strategies and 8) pment according to the

(

western model. ',Those factors allow the sypbols of male Superiority to be
4

routinized-as e one sta le set of circumstances in the unstable. changing

,

Male ideologiCal dominance is supported by women's dependence

on:ten,-because women are cuA,'off from economic resources. 7But the ideology

of male dominance is alsdnecesbary for man to suppOrt their own.feelings f.

helplessness it an uncontrollable, and often hostile, system. .

Development then presents a paradox foi women. By moving out of tradi-

tional areas int the urbanized-industrialized sector,. women havaka Chance at

greater cash resources than they had in the traditional .areas wheie their

.

position has been undercut by past So-called deVelopment. .Indeed, often
# .

. :

7
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Fa-
urbin women have higher incomes than-do rural women when .they can find work.

".
However, Elmendorf poines,out that.even as they enter the cash economy, they AM

still do not have the same

and, status they had in the

kitchen doing their sex defined chbres but'experience neither the dignity

4
opportunities that men do, nor the same freedoms

traditional setting. "They are still in the

. '
the status, they would have in the village.".

49
What happened to the Mayan

nor

women that She deScipes 'happens to women all over the world. Development.

s. they cannot contrbl forces elein from an environment that, at the least,

is got hostile into .15he which is. Partidulirly if the women is working or
... , IF . . , .

lower class; she does thV saw sex-tYped-work in the informal service sec-.
. 4.-

less-Control over4her worktors that she traditionally,did,'but she has even
;7

. ..

and the profits from it than she previously had. Further, stye is cut off from

,
l'ideologItal supports Ohatallow her 0 consider herself anthe organ

;

effective ana complete human being.
/

r'
Integration into theyoq4 ,sys

labor becomes proletarianized almos

I
The' demands of world capitalism---for

tem, when land becomes a commodity and
.

t always serves to disadvantage<tgamen.

an easily moved labor force,.the need

for the costs\of'reproducitive labor to ke borne by women to an ever.411creasing
.

.
, .

degree, and the reality of women as a reserve, low paid,labor force all break

down traditional sources of female voWer and privilege and leave little to

I,

replace it.'
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